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I moved to Atlanta, Georgia in 1996 to attend college.



I became a DJ at Georgia State University’s 
college radio station WRAS.



I became an intern at a record label called 
Table of the Elements.



Anthology of American Folk Music
compiled and edited by Harry Smith



I connected with record collector Joe Bussard.



Joe begins sending me cassette 
tapes of his record collection.



Who were these artists?



Harry Smith’s booklet for The Anthology.



Goodbye, Babylon booklet page



Goodbye, Babylon released
on October 27, 2003



On September 17, 2005, Neil Young 
appeared on NPR’s Weekend Edition 
radio show.

“I recently got a gift from Bob Dylan, a good old friend of 
mine. He gave me a gospel collection of great old American 
music and early country roots from old 78s. It’s the original 
wealth of our recorded music; it’s the cream of the crop and 
has the history of each recording. It’s a great old set called 
‘Goodbye, Babylon,’ and it’s incredible. It’s in a wooden box 
and everything, and it’s just so beautiful.” 



Brian Eno in the Guardian

Eno is not without enthusiasm. Far from it. On one of the shelves in the 
studio sits a large wood box that holds the six-CD set “Goodbye 
Babylon,” a collection of rare, vintage religious music recorded between 
1902 and 1960. Eno says it's this very collection that has recently 
reignited his love for popular music all over again.

"It's just bursting with incredible ideas," he says, "all these amazing ways 
of singing. I don't know what these people are doing, I don't know how 
they got to this music; it makes me think, 'What did they think they were 
doing? Is it rules and principles, or is it pure pleasure?' That's an exciting 
idea."



The label’s releases after Goodbye, Babylon

• Projects are now more collaborative

• Over the years, we have worked with Library of Congress, University of 
Georgia, University of North Carolina, University of Wisconsin, as well as 
many independent collectors and scholars.

• In 2008, The New Yorker magazine profiled our label, and the sales boost 
we received from the article could not have come at a better time.

• In 2009, we won our first Grammy Award for Best Historical Album. The 
release was a box set of field recordings made by Art Rosenbaum titled “Art 
of Field Recording Volume 1.”



In 2011, we founded a non-profit organization 
called Music Memory.

The specific objectives and purposes of Music Memory are:

(1) to ensure the preservation and continued availability of historical 
and traditional American and international musical sound recordings 
and related media;

(2) to oversee and facilitate the digital transfer of analog sound 
recordings of historical and traditional American and international 
music;

(3) to oversee and facilitate the scanning of media, including 
publications and images, related to historic and traditional American 
and international music;

(4) to oversee and facilitate the construction of a database to deliver 
information regarding historic and traditional American and 
international music to researchers and students; and

(5) to engage in other activities and efforts related to educating the 
public about and promoting interest in historic and traditional American 
and international music.



In 2016, we implemented a new social media 
strategy.
• We wanted to reach people in a way they wanted to access the music.

• The tone was less promotional and more about just sharing music.

• To our surprise, the response was very strong:

• Facebook Video Views by Year 
2014 3,900
2015 39,958
2016 11,519,142
2017 79,755,784
2018 71,330,223



Sister Rosetta Tharpe in the Goodbye, Babylon book in 
2003; and her video posted on Facebook in 2018



The goal in 2018 is the same as it was in 1999

• The way music is delivered has changed, but our determination to 
share music is stronger than ever.

• Barriers removed – no purchases necessary. People can now access 
the content via a smart phone on his or her preferred platform.

• Our sales have dropped the last year and a half, but much of that is 
believed to be due to a delayed box set that is being held up in 
licensing requests.


